
Unsignalized Intersection Improvement Guide Treatment ID No. 012

These Stop Ahead signs warn road 
users of an upcoming STOP sign.

The Yield Ahead sign provides advance 
warning along this approach of the 
yield condition that lies just ahead.

Source: Lee Engineering, LLC

Select Examples

Wickham Rd. & Stadium Pkwy., Viera, 
FL
Howsers Branch Dr. & US 50, Aldie, VA

Other Resources

Intersection Safety: A Manual for 
Local Rural Road Owners, FHWA

Industry Standard

MUTCD
Section 2C.36: Advance Traffic Control 
Signs (W3-1, W3-2, W3-3, W3-4), 
Figure 2A-4 (Use of Sign Shapes)
Table 2C-4 (Guidelines for Advance 
Placement of Warning Signs)

Considerations

��An Advance Street Name (W16-8P or W16-8aP) plaque and/or Warning Beacon 
may be installed with the warning sign.
�� If the visibility issue or condition is only present on one approach, this treatment 
may be used only on that approach.
��An Advance Traffic Control (W3-1 or W3-2) sign may be used for additional 
emphasis even when the visibility distance to the traffic control device is 
satisfactory.

Conditions Addressed

�� Poor visibility of the intersection 
traffic control from one or more 
approaches.

Targeted Crash Types

�� Right-angle
�� Rear-end (major road)
�� Rear-end (minor road)

Problems Addressed

�� Inadequate visibility of intersection or intersection traffic control devices

Warning sign bearing a symbol of the approach’s intersection control type 
(i.e., stop or yield).

Install Advance Traffic 
Control Warning Signs

Check for Crash Modification 
Factor:

Source: VHB

Source: Lee Engineering, LLC

https://maps.google.com/maps?q=N+Wickham+Rd+%26+Stadium+Pkwy,+Melbourne,+Brevard,+Florida+32940&hl=en&ll=28.231059,-80.732526&spn=0.000009,0.006968&geocode=Fd6_rgEdGR4w-w&hnear=N+Wickham+Rd+%26+Stadium+Pkwy,+Melbourne,+Florida+32940&t=h&layer=c&cbll=28.231059,-80.732526&panoid=VUpElGN0hSKNxHISSX408w&cbp=12,213.34,,0,4.92&z=18
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=N+Wickham+Rd+%26+Stadium+Pkwy,+Melbourne,+Brevard,+Florida+32940&hl=en&ll=28.231059,-80.732526&spn=0.000009,0.006968&geocode=Fd6_rgEdGR4w-w&hnear=N+Wickham+Rd+%26+Stadium+Pkwy,+Melbourne,+Florida+32940&t=h&layer=c&cbll=28.231059,-80.732526&panoid=VUpElGN0hSKNxHISSX408w&cbp=12,213.34,,0,4.92&z=18
https://www.google.com/maps/@38.965692,-77.617278,3a,75y,37.23h,93.76t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1sjULlX2kbOD54vj2yM_2H1A!2e0
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/local_rural/training/fhwasa1108/fhwasa1108.pdf
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/local_rural/training/fhwasa1108/fhwasa1108.pdf
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2c.htm#section2C36
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2c.htm#section2C36
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2a.htm#figure2A04
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2c.htm#table2C04
http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009r1r2/part2/part2c.htm#table2C04
http://www.cmfclearinghouse.org/

